A BUDGET OF PARADOXES.
this cycle bears the name of Dionysius Exiguus,12 a Scythian settled at Rome, about A. D. 530, who adapted it to his new yearly reckoning, when he abandoned the era of Diocletian as a commencement, and constructed that which is now in
common use.
4.  With Dionysius, if not before, terminated all difference as to the mode of keeping Easter which is of historical note: the increasing defects of the Easter Cycle produced in time the remonstrance of persons versed in astronomy, among whom may be mentioned Roger Bacon,13  Sacro-bosco,14 Cardinal Cusa,15 Regiomontanus,16 etc.    From the middle of the sixth to that of the sixteenth century, one rule was observed.
5.  The mode of applying astronomy to chronology has always involved these two principles.   First, the actual position of the heavenly body is not the object of consideration, but what astronomers call its mean place, which may be described thus.    Let a fictitious sun or moon move in the heavens, in such manner as to revolve among the fixed stars at an average rate, avoiding the alternate accelerations and retardations which take place in every planetary motion.    Thus the fictitious  (say mean)  sun and moon are always very near to the real sun and moon.   The ordinary clocks show time by the mean, not the real, sun: and it was always laid down that Easter depends on the opposition (or full moon) of the mean sun and moon, not of the real ones.   Thus we see that, were the Calendar ever so correct
"He went to Rome about 497, and died there in 540. He wrote his Liber de paschate in 525, and it was in this work that the Christian era was first used for calendar purposes.
" See note 6, page 126.
14 Johannes de Sacrobosco (Holy wood), or John of Holywood. The name was often written, without regard to its etymology, Sacrobusto. He was educated at Oxford and taught in Paris until his death (1256). He did much to make the Hindu-Arabic numerals known to European scholars.
" See note 2, page 44. " See note 2, page 48.